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FROM Saturday 1st to Sunday 2nd August 
2026, the region descends to the iconic 
House On Fire in the scenic Malkerns 
Valley of Eswatini for one of Southern 

Africa’s leading food & fashion events, the 
Standard Bank Luju Food & Lifestyle Festival! 

This year marks the 8th edition of this pre-
mium sensory experience that unites over 
10,000 festivalgoers from more than 26 
countries for a lavishly and tastefully curated 
celebration of African culinary exploits, high-
end fashion and Afrocentric music.
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2 DAYS, 2 OUTFITS!
In a groundbreaking development, the 2026 

Luju Festival will unfold across 2 full weekend 
days for the first time in the event’s history. 

Festival attendees will get to flaunt their 
cultural pride and stylish interpretations of 
Luju’s fashion theme, Kwasukasukela, with two 
distinct outfits across Saturday and Sunday for 
one of the biggest fashion events of the year!

This extended 2-full-day format is a creative 
response to the festival’s growing profile and 
regional appeal. It asserts the Luju Festival as 
a vibrant catalyst for increased cultural tourism 
and an immersive weekend destination for 
festivalgoers traveling from different parts of 
the continent. 

So, come ready to connect more deeply with 
enhanced culinary showcases, more runway 
moments and a wider music lineup. 

A RETURN TO THE AFRICAN FUTURE 
Guided by its founding ethos, A Return to 

the African Future, the Standard Bank Luju 
Food & Lifestyle Festival summons us all to 
a spirited reawakening of our rich heritage 
and the reclaiming of our unique identity as 
Africans. The festival’s programme is designed 
in remembrance of and reference to the indig-
enous knowledge systems that sustained our 
forefathers as we carve a future powered by 
African innovation.  

‘A Return to the African Future’ is a bold 
declaration of Africa’s evolving story. It is an 
invitation to reclaim our precolonial heritage, 
reimagine our African identity and reconnect 
with the traditions that sustained our forefa-
thers as we carve a future powered by African 
innovation.

Embrace the resilience of Africa’s rich cul-
tures, flaunt its authenticity and be part of its 
pioneering spirit expressed lavishly through 
the festival’s wholesome family-friendly pro-
gramme.

THE LUJU CULINARY EXPERIENCE: AN ODE TO NGUNI FOODWAYS 

AS one of the festival’s staple offer-
ings, Food is thoughtfully presented 
as a tribute to the land that has 
nourished generations from the 

beginning of time. The Luju food experience 
honours age-old traditions and revives their 
enduring influence on contemporary African 
gastronomy.

This year’s Luju culinary theme, ‘Nguni 
Foodways’, explores the rich heritage of the 
Nguni people as custodians of innovation 
and cultural memory rooted in land, live-
stock and indigenous knowledge. 

The celebrity chefs headlining the cooking 
demonstrations on this year’s Luju culinary 
programme are dynamic South African duo, 
Coco & J who will deliver a wholesome Afro 
Fusion soul food experience. Award-winning 
South African chef known for her contempo-
rary take on traditional Zulu cooking, Chef 
Mmabatho Molefe, will present her sig-
nature Nguni fine dining experience. From 
Zimbabwe, Chef Prince Sivalo Mahlangu, 
loved for his take on the rich tapestry of 
Zimbabwean and African food culture, will 

facilitate fermentation and ancestral forage 
sessions. 

Chef Sive Bhembe will serve an innovative 
Nguni-inspired dessert cooking demonstra-
tion which will be held on Sunday, 02 August 
at House On Fire. 

Across the festival grounds, food trans-
forms into more than a symbol of nourish-

ment. It represents memory, identity and 
storytelling.

Be sure to explore Luju’s signature culinary 
environments, called Hives, including the 
Premium Lounge, Beer Garden, Wine Saloon, 
Sweet Spot, Cocktail Lounge and Heritage 
Food Garden, for a memorable taste of Afri-
can culinary excellence.

THE 2026 music programme 
journeys across the con-
tinent’s rich and evolving 
soundscape, bringing to-

gether artists whose music reflects 
the diversity, depth and dynamism of 
African expression. 

South African kwaito pioneer, Zola 
7, will bring his unmistakable cat-
alogue of township anthems to the 
Luju stage, while celebrated trum-
peter, composer and vocalist, Man-
disi Dyantyis, returns with his ac-
claimed body of work Intlambululo: 
Ukuhlambulula. Award-winning duo, 
Liquideep, will transport audiences 
with the soulful, emotive sound that 
has made them one of Southern 
Africa’s most enduring musical acts.

Maskandi legend, Shwi Mantom-
bazane, will honour generations of 
Zulu musical storytelling through a 
performance steeped in tradition. 
Festivalgoers will also experience 
the heartfelt folk-country storytell-
ing of Wandile Mbambeni, along-
side the soulful blend of African soul, 
jazz and contemporary R&B from 
Thando Zide.

Carrying Hugh Masekela’s fire for-
ward, the Masekela Band, the tour-
ing ensemble drawn from the final 
15 years of Hugh Masekela’s career, 
will bring a breathing celebration 
of one of Africa’s most enduring 
musical legacies. WONDERboom, 

marking three decades of distor-
tion, energy, and genre-defying grit 
this year, will bring their infectious, 
loud, and unique energy to the Luju 
stage. Johannesburg DJ duo Circles 
& Squares will weave together 
bossa nova, house, disco, and broken 
beat into a highly eclectic set while 
Mozambique will be represented 
by celebrated Marrabenta music 
singer, Neyma, and the Eswatini-Mo-
zambique ensemble, ka-Tembe 
Connexion.

In a celebration of Eswatini’s own 
creative excellence, Cece & Rina will 
join forces to deliver a special collab-
orative performance. Afro-pop artist 
Sancheziey will bridge generations 
through his signature Umgidvo 
sound while Swazi Soul pioneer and 
legend, Bholoja will bring contem-
porary African folk music to the Luju 
stage. Award-winning R&B artist 
Mandisa Mamba will showcase 
her soulful artistry. Afro-pop trio 
Emagagu will bring together Swazi 
storytelling and indigenous rhythms 
and Oriiginelle will deliver an ex-
clusive performance from her latest 
album, Loving This Black Woman.

Stay tuned for additional artist 
announcements to be revealed in 
the weeks leading up to the festival.

KWASUKASUKELA (ONCE UPON A TIME): 
FASHION AS A PORTAL TO STORYTELLING

FASHION takes centre 
stage under the evocative 
theme ‘Kwasukasukela’, 
a siSwati expression for 

“Once Upon a Time” and nos-
talgic prelude to folktales told 
around the fire. In resonance 
with A Return to the African Fu-
ture, ‘Kwasukasukela’ invites de-
signers and festivalgoers alike to 
revisit African histories, symbols 
and craftsmanship reimagined 
through a contemporary lens.

Leading this year’s fashion 
programme and headlining 
the annual Luju Fashion Run-
way Show is acclaimed South 
African designer Mzukisi 
Mbane, founder and cre-
ative director of Imprint 
South Africa, whose Afro-fu-
turistic aesthetic has earned 

international acclaim from 
Johannesburg to Paris. Fresh 

from winning Africa Fash-
ion Up 2026 and 
recognised 
a s  S o u t h 
A f r i c a ’ s 
Best Her-
i t a g e  & 
C u l t u r a l 
D e s i g n e r, 
Mbane brings 
to Luju a body of 
work that  blends 
indigenous identity, 
original textile inno-
vation and contemporary 
African luxury.

11 talented 
E s w a t i n i 
designers 
will pres-
e n t  t h e i r 

Kwasukasukela-inspired col-
lections across the Emerg-

ing Designers Showcase 
and the Luju Fashion 
Runway. Their work 
reflects a new genera-
tion of creative voices 

drawing inspiration from 
heritage while shaping the 

future of African design, 
reinforcing Luju’s repu-
tation as one of Southern 
Africa’s leading platforms 

for fashion innovation 
and a must-attend 

for any festival-
goer with an 

eye for style.

Keep up with 
all the latest Luju 

Buzz by visiting www.
lujufestival.com and follow the Stand-
ard Bank Luju Food & Lifestyle Festival 
on Facebook, and @luju_festival on 
Instagram, Tik Tok and X. 

Plan Your Stay
THE Standard Bank Luju 

Food & Lifestyle Fes-
tival accommodation 
partners offer a range 

of accommodation options to suit 
every traveller. 

Festivalgoers are encouraged 

to secure their accommodation 
early to ensure a seamless and 
memorable festival experience.

To explore accommodation 
options and plan your stay, visit 
the Accommodation page on the 
official Luju Festival website.

Secure Your Pass to Luju 2026!

ONLINE Luju Garden Tick-
ets have moved to Phase 
2, but Premium Lounge 

and Kids Tickets remain 
available at Phase 1. Festivalgoers 
are encouraged to purchase tickets 

online at www.lujufestival.com 
while stocks last. 

Eswatini residents can pur-
chase Premium Lounge, Luju 
Gardens and Kids tickets via 
the Unayo Ticketing Service 
on WhatsApp. Simply send 
“Hi” to 7805 6364 and follow 
the prompts. Tickets are also 
available at Standard Bank 
Eswatini branches in Mbabane 
(The Corporate Place), Ezulwini 

(The Gables) and Manzini (oppo-
site Bhunu Mall) as well as at Dala 

Spaces at Malande-
la’s Lifestyle. 

http://www.lujufestival.com
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Grading Committee & Facility Assessors Unveiled

THE launch marked more than the 
introduction of a quality assurance 
framework it signaled the Kingdom’s 
unwavering commitment to raising 

hospitality standards and positioning itself 
among Africa’s leading tourism destinations.

A key highlight of the occasion was the official 
unveiling of the country’s newly appointed Grading 
Committee and the presentation of certificates to 
the first cohort of Certified Grading Facility Asses-
sors by the Honourable Minister.

These appointments represent a significant 
milestone in the professionalisation of Eswatini’s 
tourism sector. The Grading Committee will pro-
vide strategic oversight, ensuring that the grading 
process remains transparent, fair, credible and 
aligned with both national priorities and interna-
tionally recognised best practices. Their leadership 

will safeguard the integrity of the grading system 
and ensure that every participating establishment is 
assessed against consistent and objective standards.

MEET THE GRADING COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS:

	 ​Tobie Motsa- Chairperson 

	 Phinley Vilakati
	 Wakhile Zwane 
	 Deborah Jele
	 Milagrosa Mondlane
	 Phinda Manyatsi
	 Sethabile Dlamini

Working alongside the Committee is a team of 

EVERY vis-
itor who 
arrives in 

Eswatini 
leaves with a story. Some remember the 
breathtaking landscapes, others the rich cul-
tural heritage and warm smiles that define the 
Kingdom. But what truly transforms a visit into 
an unforgettable experience is the quality of 
hospitality they receive.

Recognising that exceptional service is the 
heartbeat of a thriving tourism industry, Es-
watini has taken a bold step towards securing 
its place among Africa’s most sought-after 
destinations.

The official launch of the National grading of 
accommodation Establishments programme 
by the Honourable Minister for Tourism and 
Environmental Affairs, Hon. Jane Mkhon-
ta-Simelane, marks the beginning of a new era 
one where quality, consistency and excellence 
become the hallmark of the Kingdom’s hospi-
tality sector.

Held at Happy Val-
ley Hotel & Casino on 
the 19th June 2026, 
the launch brought 
together govern-
ment leaders, tour-
ism stakeholders, 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
operators, industry 
partners, and mem-
bers of the media to 
witness a landmark 
moment in Eswatini’s tourism journey.

More than the introduction of a grading pro-
gramme; The grading exercise is conducted 
using electronic grading system and it ensures 
accuracy of the assessment being done to the 
facilities. It demonstrates Eswatini's commit-
ment to ensuring that every guest; whether 
travelling for business, leisure, or cultural 
exploration, receives exceptional service that 

inspires them to return and recommend the 
Kingdom to others.

The grading system is far more than a reg-
ulatory framework; It is a promise to every 
traveller that Eswatini is committed to deliv-
ering quality they can trust and hospitality 
they will remember. While participation in 
the grading programme is voluntary, tourism 
establishments are strongly encouraged to 
embrace the initiative as a pathway to contin-

A Step Towards A Step Towards World-World-
Class HospitalityClass Hospitality

Eswatini Launches National 
grading of accommodation 
Establishments programme

The Grading Committee members posing for a picture from left is Sethabile Dlamini, Wakhile Zwane, Deborah Jele, Ntfobeko Tobie Motsa,Min. 
Jane Mkhonta-Simelane, Penelop Mkhwanazi (ETA Board chairperson), Tshepo Motlau (Strictly business fusion consultancy), Milagrosa 
Mondlane, Phinda Manyatsi and Phinley Vilakati.
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Grading Committee & Facility Assessors Unveiled

trained and certified Facility Grading Assessors 
to be led by Assistant Quality Assurance Officer. 
These professionals will be on the ground with 
establishment to gather evidence to be used in 
reporting and scoring facilities.

FACILITY GRADING ASSESSORS:

	 Nelisiwe Sigwane - Assistant Quality 

Assurance Officer 
	 Todvwa Gwebu
	 Mhlobiso Nxumalo 
	 Ntsiki Mavuso
	 Jackson Dlamini 
	 Phumelele Kunene

Together, the Grading Committee and the Fa-

cility Grading Assessors form the cornerstone of 
Eswatini’s quality assurance framework. Their 
collective expertise will help elevate service stan-
dards, encourage continuous improvement within 
the hospitality industry, and provide visitors with 
confidence that graded establishments have been 
independently assessed and benchmarked against 
recognised quality standards.

As the Kingdom works towards its ambitious 
target of welcoming two million visitors annually, 
the establishment grading system will play a crucial 
role in enhancing destination competitiveness, 
strengthening traveler confidence and showcasing 
Eswatini as a world-class tourism destination where 
quality, professionalism and authentic hospitality 
go hand in hand.

uous improvement. 

RAISING THE STANDARD OF 
HOSPITALITY

The grading system is implemented under 

gazette standards of the Eswatini Tourism Au-
thority grading act No.2 of 2001. It provides a 
legal framework that ensures accommodation 
establishments are assessed fairly, consist-
ently and professionally. 

Therefore, this launch introduces an inter-

nationally aligned framework for assessing 
accommodation establishments across Es-
watini. Through a transparent star-rating sys-
tem; facilities will be evaluated against clearly 
defined quality standards benchmarked 
internationally, regionally and locally. Grading 
ranges from 1* to 5* with higher numbers 
indicating increased luxury, amenities and 
service quality. Establishments need to meet 
about 900 – 1000 standards. 

 CATEGORIES TO  
BE RATED:

	 Hotels
	 Lodges 
	 Guesthouses

	 Bed & Breakfasts
	 Self-catering facilities

WHAT IT MEANS FOR 
ESTABLISHMENTS

For accommodation establishments, the 
grading system is an opportunity to showcase 
excellence, strengthen market credibility and 
improve business performance. For visitors, it 
provides confidence that the quality promised 
is the quality delivered. And for the nation, it 
represents another important step towards 
building a tourism sector that is competitive, 
resilient and capable of contributing mean-
ingfully to Eswatini’s economic development 
for years to come.

The National Establishments 
Grading System is more than a rating 
programme—it is Eswatini's promise 
of quality, consistency and world-class 
hospitality.

The Facility Grading Assessors posing for a picture from left is Jackson Dlamini, Mhlobiso Nxumalo, Phumelele Kunene, Hon. Jane Mkhonta-
Simelane, Penelop Mkhwanazi, Tshepo Motlau, Nelisiwe Sigwane, Todvwa Gwebu and Ntsiki Mavuso

The grading exercise is 
conducted using electronic 
grading system and it 
ensures accuracy of the 
assessment being done to 
the facilities
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Experience the 7th Edition Mlawula Campfire 
Festival and Escape to the Wild
TRADE the 

city lights 
for a cano-
py of stars 

this spring. From 25–
27 September 2026, 
the pristine wilder-
ness of Mlawula 
Nature Reserve will 
transform into a vi-
brant oasis of music, 
culture, and nature for 
the highly anticipated 
7th Edition Campfire 
Festival. 

Promising an un-
matched outdoor ex-
perience, this year’s festival brings together an 
incredible lineup of local and international acts, 
blending raw natural beauty with world-class 
entertainment.

Whether you are a seasoned outdoorsman or a 
festival-goer looking for a touch of luxury, the 
Campfire Festival has a package tailor-made for 
your budget and style.

	 The Impala Package (Full Weekend 
Pass) – E650 Immerse yourself com-
pletely in the weekend’s festivities. This 
all-access pass guarantees you the full 
entertainment experience, including our 
signature Comedy Night featuring the 
funniest comedians from the Kingdom 
and surrounding countries, alongside 
stellar live musical performances.
	 The Imbabala Package (One-Night 
Pass) – E450 Pressed for time but still 
want to join the magic? This package 
is perfect for campers looking to soak 
up the great outdoor atmosphere for a 
single night of music, firelit connection, 
and memories.

Exploring the Beauty of Eswatini
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Experience the 7th Edition Mlawula Campfire 
Festival and Escape to the Wild

Don’t let a lack of gear keep you away. 
If you don’t own a tent, worry less—tents 
will be available for rent on-site for the 
entire weekend, ensuring everyone can 
join the circle around the campfire.

For those seeking ultimate comfort 
without sacrificing the wilderness expe-
rience, our exclusive Glamping Tents 
are available for E4,100. This premium 
option elevates your weekend with the 
below offering. 

	 Full weekend pass for 1 person
	 A plush double bed complete 
with fresh linen.
	 A private braai area for intimate gath-
erings.
	 Exclusive access to a VIP restaurant 
and bar.
	 Dedicated, secured parking space 
close to your tent.

In addition to the incredible entertainment, the 
Campfire Festival food court will be a culinary 
journey of its own. Festival-goers can indulge in 
a variety of mouthwatering delicacies, ranging 
from quick and savory street food to wholesome, 
traditional cultural dishes. For those with a global 

palate, the food court will also feature popular 
international cuisine widely enjoyed across the 
Kingdom, ensuring there is a delicious option to 
satisfy every craving.

Reconnect with nature, dance under the stars, and 
wake up to the calls of the wild. Space is limited, 

and these packages will sell out fast.
For more information, ticket bookings, and 

glamping reservations, visit www.entc.org.sz. Let 
the countdown to the ultimate wilderness escape 
begin! BOOK YOUR SPOT TODAY…

Exploring the Beauty of Eswatini
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Perfect for 
Getaways 
and Events 

NESTLED in the heart of Nhlangano, 
Eswatini, Phumula Guesthouse is 
a place where comfort, beauty, and 
genuine hospitality come together. 

Stroll through their colourful gardens, unwind 
beside soothing water features, and relax in ele-
gant, comfortable rooms designed to make you 
feel at home. Every detail, from the charming 
décor the peaceful surroundings, reflects Phumula 
Guesthouse’s passion for creating unforgettable 
experiences. With just E1500 per night you get 
a room with

	 Aircon
	 TV
	 Ensuite bathroom
	 Kitchenette
	 Microwave
	 Bar fridge

Whether you are visiting for business, celebrat-
ing a special occasion, enjoying a family getaway, 
or simply seeking a moment of rest, Phumula of-
fers a tranquil escape where memories are made.

Come, rest, relax and reconnect at Phumula 
Guesthouse.

	 Nhlangano, Eswatini
	 +268 7830 6775

KFC has officially opened its newest 
restaurant at Woodlands Shopping 
Centre, bringing its world-famous 
Finger Lickin’ Good chicken to the 

northern side of the city. The doors are 
open, the fryers are sizzling, and the irre-
sistible aroma of KFC’s iconic blend of 11 
herbs and spices is already drawing 
in hungry customers.

After months of anticipation, 
residents of Mbangweni and sur-
rounding areas can now enjoy 
the convenience of having 
their favourite KFC meals just 
around the corner. Whether 
you’re craving a quick 
Streetwise meal, a crispy 
Zinger Burger, or a bucket 
to share with family and friends, 
your next KFC fix is now closer than 
ever, no need to drive into the city.

MODERN DRIVE-
THROUGH FACILITY 

Adding to the excitement is the 
branch’s modern drive-through 
facility, making it easier than 
ever for busy motorists to grab 
a meal on the go. Whether you’re 

heading home from work, 
running errands, or look-
ing for a quick family 
dinner solution, KFC 
Woodlands offers con-

venience without com-
promising on flavour.The 

opening marks another 
significant addition to the 

growing Woodlands 
Shopping Centre, further 

enhancing the area’s appeal as a retail 
and lifestyle destination. 

VIBRANT POP-UP PARADE 

To mark the occasion, KFC took to the streets 
with a vibrant pop-up parade, filling the city with 
music, dancing and plenty of Finger Lickin’ Good 
excitement. Stop by KFC Woodlands for your fa-
vourite meals and be part of the excitement.

The grand opening was celebrated in style with 
a lively pop-up parade, filling Mbabane city with 
music, dancing and plenty of excitement as KFC 
Woodlands officially welcomed its first customers. 
If you haven’t stopped by yet, now’s the perfect 
time to experience the newest hotspot for Finger 
Lickin’ Good moments in Mbabane.

Tel: +268 2207 9099/ Fax: +268 220 79099
Reception Call: +268 78306775 
Email: phumulaguesthouse@swazi.net

FARM GUEST HOUSE

In our quiet picturesque garden setting, complete with lapa and braai area. We provide accommodation 
with warm and friendly hospitality within a traditional and homely atmosphere where you and your children 

will be made to feel exceptionally welcome by lodge owners Norma Robberts and Antonet Reid.

www.phumulaguesthouse.com

COME STAY WITH US

WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING:

 Very reasonable tariffs
 Breakfast and dinner on request and optional
 Suitable for all stop-overs, tourists reps and semi-permanent guests
 34 double and 8 single en-suite rooms
 7 Self catering units complete with flat screen DStv, aircon and patio 

and braai stand
 Open fire boma braai area   Conference hall (250 people)
 Wedding venue, and beautiful garden for weeding pictures
 Bird watching     Swimming pool

KFC Woodlands KFC Woodlands 
Is Officially OpenIs Officially Open
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AS winter temperatures continue to 
drop, there is nothing better than 
enjoying a warm and hearty meal 
with family and friends. This sea-

son, Amigos Restaurant in Ezulwini Valley 
is giving customers the perfect reason to 
stay warm with its exciting Wednesday 
Special that promises both great value 
and delicious flavour.

Every Wednesday, customers can enjoy a 
mouth-watering Buy One, Get One Free 
offer on Amigos’ popular baby chicken 
meal. Purchase one baby chicken meal 
and receive another one absolutely free, 
complete with a choice of starch, all for just 
E199. This limited-time winter promotion 
is designed to bring comfort, satisfaction and 
exceptional value during the chilly season.

Served hot and fresh, the meal features perfectly 
grilled baby chicken paired with your preferred 
starch, making it an ideal choice for sharing with 
family or friends or enjoying as a generous feast 
on your own. Available as a take-away special, it 
has quickly become a favourite among customers 
looking for quality meals at an affordable price.

Amigos Restaurant invites customers to make 
Wednesdays something to look forward to by 
enjoying delicious food in a warm and welcoming 
environment. The restaurant remains committed 
to bringing people together through great food, 
proudly living up to its slogan, “Where Good 
Friends Meet.”

FRIDAY SPECIAL:  
GREAT FOOD, GREAT VALUE

Fridays at Amigos are all about choice and cele-

bra-
tion. D i n -
e r s  c a n c h o o s e 
from three delicious meals and enjoy a free soda 
or draught beer with every special purchased.

The Friday menu includes:
	 Grilled T-bone Steak served with your 
choice of starch for E199. 
	 200g Lemon Butter Grilled Hake 
served with your choice of starch for 
E130. 
	 Grilled Half Chicken (available in Mild, 
Hot or Lemon & Herb) served with your 
choice of starch for E150. 

Whether you’re winding down after a busy week 
or gathering with friends, the Friday Special offers 
a satisfying meal at an affordable price.

Lo-
cated a t  1 0 3 
R o a d , Ezulwini Valley, 
Eswatini, Amigos Restaurant operates:

	 Monday to Saturday: 12:00 noon – 
9:00 pm 
	 Sunday: 12:00 noon – 8:00 pm 

Visitors can place orders by calling +268 7662 
1645 or +268 2416 1190. For updates on specials 
and promotions, follow @AmigosTheGables on 
Instagram, AmigosGables on TikTok, or email 
swazilandadegas@gmail.com.

Whether you’re a first-time visitor to Eswatini 
or a regular traveller through the scenic Ezulwini 
Valley, Amigos Restaurant offers more than just a 
meal; it delivers a warm dining experience where 
great food, good company and exceptional value 
come together

Warm Up This Winter 
with Amigos’ Delicious 
Wednesday Special
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Eswatini’s Best 
Restaurant 2026 
ESWATINI’S vibrant culinary landscape 

is once again earning international 
recognition, with four outstanding es-
tablishments nominated in the World 

Culinary Awards 2026. Ramblas Restaurant, 
Malandela’s Lifestyle, 268 Jams, and The Palm 
Cascades Restaurant at Summerfield Botan-
ical Garden have all been recognised for their 
contribution to the country’s growing reputation 
as a destination for exceptional dining.

The nominations are a proud milestone, not only 
for the restaurants themselves but also for Eswa-
tini’s hospitality and tourism industry. They place 
the Kingdom on a global culinary map alongside 
internationally acclaimed restaurants, showcasing 
the creativity, quality, and warm hospitality that 
define the local dining experience.

The World Culinary Awards celebrate excellence 
across the global restaurant and culinary industry, 
recognising establishments that consistently deliver 
outstanding cuisine, exceptional service, innovation 
and memorable guest experiences. The awards 
attract nominations from around the world, with 
winners determined through public voting and in-
dustry support. As voting continues, emaSwati have 
an opportunity to rally behind their local favourites 
and help bring international honours home. 

RAMBLAS RESTAURANT: AWARD-
WINNING DINING FOR THE WHOLE 

FAMILY

Renowned for delivering exceptional dining experi-
ences, Ramblas Restaurant has established itself as one 

of Eswatini’s premier culinary destinations. A four-time 
World Culinary Awards winner since 2022, the restau-
rant continues to set the benchmark for excellence, 
combining outstanding cuisine with warm hospitality 
in a relaxed, family-friendly atmosphere. Guests can 
savour a diverse selection of dishes inspired by interna-
tional flavours, with favourites including the succulent 
Chicken Espetada, flavour-packed Quesadilla, and the 
wholesome Lentil Dahl. 

268 JAMS: CONSISTENTLY EARNING 
A PLACE ON THE WORLD CULINARY 

STAGE

Nestled in the leafy Woodlands suburb of Mba-

bane, 268 Jams has become one of Eswatini’s stand-
out dining destinations, earning nominations at the 
prestigious World Culinary Awards for several con-
secutive years. The repeated international recogni-
tion is a testament to the restaurant’s unwavering 
commitment to quality, creativity and exceptional 
hospitality. Known for its vibrant atmosphere and 
carefully crafted menu, 268 Jams has built a loyal 
following among locals and visitors alike. 

MALANDELA’S RESTAURANT: 
A CULINARY FAVOURITE WITH 

GLOBAL RECOGNITION

Nestled in the heart of the picturesque Malkerns 

Valley, Malandela’s Restaurant continues to earn 
international recognition, having been nominated 
for the World Culinary Awards for several consec-
utive years. Malandela’s has built its reputation on 
celebrating fresh, locally sourced ingredients while 
complementing its menu with premium seafood 
from neighbouring Mozambique. The result is a 
diverse dining experience that captures the rich fla-
vours of the region in a relaxed countryside setting.

THE PALM CASCADES RESTAURANT: 
ELEVATING FINE DINING ON THE 

WORLD STAGE

Nestled within the lush surroundings of Summer-
field Botanical Garden, The Palm Cascades Restau-
rant continues to earn international acclaim, having 
secured nominations at the prestigious World Culinary 
Awards for several consecutive years.  Celebrated for 
its elegant approach to fine dining, diners can indulge 
in expertly aged smokehouse grills, fresh seafood, 
French and Continental classics, as well as delicately 
crafted Asian-inspired dishes, each prepared with 
exceptional attention to detail.
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Swazi Rally 2026 Returns 
for its 33rd Edition

THE countdown is officially on as Swa-
zi Rally 2026 returns to Riders 
Ranch, Eswatini, from 28 to 30 
August for its 33rd edition. Widely 

regarded as one of Southern Africa’s premier 
biking and lifestyle events, Swazi Rally 
continues to evolve, offering an unfor-
gettable weekend of motorsport, enter-
tainment and community.

While motorcycles remain at the heart of the 
event, Swazi Rally has become much more 
than a rally. Thousands of visitors from across 
Southern Africa travel to Eswatini each year 
to experience the unique atmosphere, world-
class entertainment, camping, local cuisine 
and the camaraderie that has made the event 
a fixture on the regional calendar.

A major highlight for 2026 is the re-
turn of  Jungle Rush FMX, bringing 
gravity-defying freestyle motocross 
action back to the Motorsport Arena. Fans 
can once again expect spectacular jumps, 
aerial tricks and adrenaline-pumping 
performances throughout the 
weekend.

Following its suc-
cessful introduc-
tion last year, 
the  Kids Day 
Ticket  also 
r e t u r n s 
on  Satur-

day, giving younger rally fans the opportunity 
to experience the excitement of Swazi Rally in a 
family-friendly environment. The initiative forms 
part of the event’s continued commitment to mak-
ing the rally accessible to a broader audience while 

inspiring the next generation of 
motorsport enthusiasts.

Visitors can also look forward 
to an expanded market experi-
ence, showcasing a vibrant mix 
of local food vendors, artisans, 
craftspeople and small business-
es. The marketplace celebrates 
Eswatini’s entrepreneurial spirit 
while creating opportunities for local businesses 
to engage with thousands of attendees over the 
three-day event.

Entertainment remains a cornerstone of the Swazi 
Rally experience, and organisers have promised an 
exciting programme that blends crowd favourites 
with fresh talent. While the full line-up is yet to 
be announced, attendees can expect one of South 
Africa’s hottest new-school DJs  to headline 
alongside an exciting mix of regional and local 
artists.

Swazi Rally 2026 would not be possible without 
the support of its valued partners, including the Mo-
tor Vehicle Accident Fund (MVA), Xtreme Trad-
ing, the Eswatini Arts & Culture Council, and 

the Eswatini Tourism Authority, whose continued 
collaboration helps position Eswatini as a leading 
destination for motorsport and event tourism.

Whether you’re arriving on two wheels, four 
wheels or simply looking for an incredible weekend 
away, Swazi Rally 2026 promises an experience 
unlike any other.

Early Bird tickets are now available via 
Howler and MTN MoMo.  For the latest event 
announcements, accommodation options and ticket 
information, follow Swazi Rally on social media 
or visit www.swazirally.com.

SWAZI RALLY 2026 
28-30 AUGUST | RIDERS RANCH, 

ESWATINI



12 July Kholwane 2026

THE spirit of adven-
ture, conserva-
tion and national 
pride came alive at 

Mlawula Nature Reserve on 
28 June 2026, as hundreds 
of nature lovers, hikers and 
outdoor enthusiasts gathered for 
the annual Khabane Cave Explorer 
Walk.

Set against the breathtaking landscapes of eastern 
Eswatini, the event invited participants to discover 
one of the Kingdom’s most treasured natural and 
cultural landmarks while immersing themselves in 
spectacular scenery, diverse wildlife and the rich 
history of the iconic Khabane Cave.

The walk was officially set off by the Honourable 
Minister of Tourism and Environmental Affairs, 
Jane Mkhonta-Simelane, who wished participants 
a safe and memorable journey while encouraging 

emaSwati to continue protecting the country’s 
natural heritage for future generations.

Adding royal inspiration to the occasion, Her Royal 

Highness Princess Sakhizwe, Brand Ambassador of 
the Khabane Cave Explorer Walk, joined participants 
as they embarked on routes tailored to different fitness 

levels, including 3 km, 12 km and the challenging 21 
km trail. The variety of routes ensured that families, 
casual walkers and experienced hikers could all enjoy 
the unique experience at their own pace.

Over the years, the Khabane Cave Explorer Walk 
has grown into one of the flagship initiatives of 
the Eswatini National Trust Commission (ENTC), 
combining outdoor recreation with heritage conser-
vation and sustainable tourism. The event continues 
to showcase one of Eswatini’s remarkable natural 
attractions while encouraging both locals and vis-
itors to appreciate the country’s rich cultural and 
environmental legacy.

Speaking during the event, Minister Mkhon-
ta-Simelane applauded the successful partnership 
between the Eswatini National Trust Commission 
and the Rotary Club of Matsapha, describing it as 
an excellent example of how collaboration between 
the public and private sectors can strengthen Eswa-
tini’s tourism industry.

Khabane Cave Walk Khabane Cave Walk 
Strengthens Heritage Strengthens Heritage 
ConservationConservation

Exploring the Beauty of Eswatini

TO BE FEATURED
HERE CALL 7960 3910

RE-DISCOVER
ESWATINI THE 
WANDERLUST

Discover Eswatini's 
beauty and culture with 

Nolu Events & Tours

Contact:
+268 78603019
� nolutours

Our Services
 Cultural & Heritage Tours
 Adventure & Scenic Excursions
 Transfers & Tailor-made Packages
 Events & Group Experiences
 Safari Packages

FOR ENQUIRIES/BOOKINGS: CALL/WHATSAPP: +268 7685 4275
WWW.LASANTESPA.CO.SZ | INFO@LASANTESPA.CO.SZ

OPERATING 
HOURS:
Mon - Thurs: 
08:00 - 21:00
Fri - Sun: 
08:00 - 22:00

YOUR SANCTUARY OF CALM 
AND REJUVENATION

YOUR SANCTUARY OF CALM 
AND REJUVENATION

YOUR SANCTUARY OF CALM 
AND REJUVENATION

YOUR SANCTUARY OF CALM 
AND REJUVENATION

SC    M
AWARENESS 
DONT deliver the 
product until you 
CONFIRM the 
payment

VERIFY every TRANSACTION 
MESSAGE and  make sure 
they are LEGIT
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She noted that the continued development of the 
Khabane Cave Explorer Walk has transformed the 
trail into a leading tourism event, ensuring that Kha-
bane Cave remains a living symbol of Eswatini’s 
history rather than a forgotten landmark. Through 
initiatives such as these, the country’s heritage is 
not only preserved but shared with new generations 
of explorers and visitors.

Addressing participants after completing the 
hike, Her Royal Highness Princess Sakhizwe 
congratulated everyone for their determination 
and resilience, describing their achievement as 
a reflection of their commitment to preserving 
Eswatini’s heritage.

Speaking under this year’s theme, ‘Umhlaba 

Wetfu, Likusasa Letfu’ (Our Land, Our Future), 
she emphasised that the walk represents more 
than an outdoor adventure. It is an investment in 
the nation’s future. She encouraged emaSwati to 
recognise that protecting landscapes such as Kha-
bane Cave is essential to safeguarding the country’s 
identity and cultural sovereignty.

Princess Sakhizwe further highlighted that conser-
vation and sustainable development must go hand 
in hand, noting that heritage tourism has the power 
to create economic opportunities for surrounding 
communities while ensuring that Eswatini’s cultural 
treasures are protected for generations to come.

SUNDAY, 12 JULY 2026

ADVENTURE awaits as the Natural 
History Society of Eswatini (NHSE) 
invites outdoor enthusiasts, nature 
lovers and explorers to discover 

one of Eswatini’s newest hiking destinations 
during a guided walk to Lunkuntfu Cave on 
Sunday, 12 July 2026.

This exciting outing offers participants the op-
portunity to experience the breathtaking beauty of 
the Lubombo Mountains while learning about the 
ecological, geological and cultural significance of 
this remarkable landscape. 

The July walk takes participants to the Lubombo 
Mountains, where they will be among the first 
organised groups to visit Lunkuntfu Cave. The 
site forms part of a recently launched commu-

nity tourism initiative supported by the Eswatini 
National Trust Commission’s (ENTC) National 
Monuments Department, which has worked with 
the local community to make the cave accessible 
to visitors while promoting the conservation of 
the area’s natural and cultural heritage.

The hiking trail offers stunning panoramic views 
overlooking Big Bend, with the surrounding 
mountains creating a unique landscape where the 

morning sun only reaches the trail after 7:00 a.m. 
as the towering peaks shield the early sunrise.

The track is yet to be constructed to ‘normal’ 
standards, with solid steps and even arm support, 
which will come in the near future. Hikers will 
ascend for about 1.2 KM this will be a nice spot 
for someone who loves a challenge. The track is 
relatively steep but manageable and leads to the 
cave, which, in appearance, is a ‘mirror’ of Kha-
bane Cave. From the cave, you will enjoy views 
of the Big Bend area and its surroundings. Please 
note; The team will leave Mbabane an hour earlier 
than usual. 

LOCATION:

  https://maps.app.goo.gl/YLRAQZpt-
w4RmP9HY8  

The community set up a campsite that is open to 
those who want to make a weekend of it. Camping 
is E200 and has access to toilets. Booking done di-
rectly with the community; call Bheki 7607 3442. 

FEES:

NHS standard fees (E40 pp for one-off). There 
are no entrance fees for the hike. 

BRING: 

	 Water and snacks
	 Hat
	 Hiking shoes
	 Suncream 
	 Peaceful Sleep for ticks 

MEETING: 

12 July, 6.30am Eswatini Theatre Club, 8.30-
8.45am at the junction into Big Bend, or see you 
there if you’re camping. 

 

OUTING LEADER - YAEL UZAN-
TIDHAR 76128310

NHSE
Walk: Let’s
Go Explore
Lunkuntfu
Cave

...the Khabane Cave 
Explorer Walk is 
more than an outdoor 
adventure—it is 
an investment in 
Eswatini's future.
HRH Princess Sakhizwe

https://maps.app.goo.gl/YLRAQZptw4RmP9HY8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/YLRAQZptw4RmP9HY8
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Getting to Eswatini
Eswatini is dwarfed by its giant neighbour, South Africa, but 
with Mbabane being only a few hours from Johannesburg, it 
does benefit from the good access into that international hub. 
Access into Eswatini from Johannesburg can be by road or 
air. Eswatini’s eastern border is also only a 2 hour drive from 
Mozambique’s capital, Maputo.

Access by Air 

from around the world. From Johannesburg, two airlines, 
Eswatini Air and Airlink, provide regular flights (2-3 flights per 

Town and Durban and Harare (Zimbabwe) into Eswatini.

Piet Retief

Nelspruit 258

Maputo 182 371

Manzini 181 214 193

Mbabane 34 228 171 236

Johannesburg 361 407 540 358 322

Durban 596 582 539 797 689 422

Distance Chart

Distances provided are based on the most practical, not 
necessarily shortest route - centre to centre. Distances 
in Kilometres.All maps based on source material fromSwaziland: The Bradt Travel Guide 

(www.bradtguides.com)

Turn over to learn about the Regions & Experiences in Eswatini (Swaziland).
And even more information is waiting for you at www.thekingdomofeswatini.com

Entering by Road

By Car: Driving to Eswatini from South Africa is relatively easy, 
with good roads and clear routes. A small fee is charged at 
the border for taking your vehicle over the border. There are 
no bureaux to change currency at the border posts. However 
SouthAfricanRandis legal tender inEswatiniandtheexchange 
rate is 1:1.

By Transfer

There are a number of good, reliable, Eswatini-based luxury 
mini-bus transfer services running from Johannesburg to 
Eswatini. Return fares are around ZAR1,500. 
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Getting to Eswatini
Eswatini is dwarfed by its giant neighbour, South Africa, but 
with Mbabane being only a few hours from Johannesburg, it 
does benefit from the good access into that international hub. 
Access into Eswatini from Johannesburg can be by road or 
air. Eswatini’s eastern border is also only a 2 hour drive from 
Mozambique’s capital, Maputo.

Access by Air 

from around the world. From Johannesburg, two airlines, 
Eswatini Air and Airlink, provide regular flights (2-3 flights per 

Town and Durban and Harare (Zimbabwe) into Eswatini.

Piet Retief

Nelspruit 258

Maputo 182 371

Manzini 181 214 193

Mbabane 34 228 171 236

Johannesburg 361 407 540 358 322

Durban 596 582 539 797 689 422

Distance Chart

Distances provided are based on the most practical, not 
necessarily shortest route - centre to centre. Distances 
in Kilometres.All maps based on source material fromSwaziland: The Bradt Travel Guide 

(www.bradtguides.com)

Turn over to learn about the Regions & Experiences in Eswatini (Swaziland).
And even more information is waiting for you at www.thekingdomofeswatini.com

Entering by Road

By Car: Driving to Eswatini from South Africa is relatively easy, 
with good roads and clear routes. A small fee is charged at 
the border for taking your vehicle over the border. There are 
no bureaux to change currency at the border posts. However 
SouthAfricanRandis legal tender inEswatiniandtheexchange 
rate is 1:1.

By Transfer

There are a number of good, reliable, Eswatini-based luxury 
mini-bus transfer services running from Johannesburg to 
Eswatini. Return fares are around ZAR1,500. 

THERE is something special about slowing down over a good 
meal. Whether you’re catching up with friends, enjoying 
a midweek lunch date, treating a colleague, or spending 
quality time with family, July is the perfect month to make 

Vickery Coffee Shop your go-to lunch destination.

A MENU WORTH SHARING

Lunch at Vickery Coffee Shop is all about fresh ingredients, comforting 
flavours and dishes prepared with care. Guests can enjoy a variety of 
favourites, from the ever-popular homemade quiche to rich, slow-cooked 
oxtail that falls off the bone. Seafood lovers can indulge in the fragrant 
prawn curry, while traditional beef and chicken curries continue to satisfy 
those craving hearty comfort food.

For diners looking for lighter options, the colourful vegan chickpea 
curry salad and the wholesome quinoa sushi salad deliver flavour without 
compromising on freshness.

No lunch date is complete without dessert, and Vickery’s homemade 
treats are reason enough to visit. Their famous lemon meringue pie, indul-
gent chocolate brownies, freshly baked carrot cake and rich chocolate cake 
have earned a loyal following. Pair your dessert with a perfectly brewed 
coffee, speciality tea or a refreshing cold beverage for the ideal finish.

YOUR JULY MEETING PLACE

As Eswatini embraces the cool winter season, there’s no better excuse to 
reconnect over a leisurely lunch. Whether you’re 
celebrating a birthday, planning a busi-
ness meeting, enjoying a romantic 
lunch date or simply taking a break 
from work, Vickery Coffee Shop 
offers the perfect setting to savour 
delicious food and meaningful 
conversation.

Away from the noise of town, 
the peaceful nursery gardens 
create an atmosphere where 
guests can unwind, recharge 
and enjoy every moment.

Make It aMake It a July  July 
Lunch DateLunch Date  
at Vickery at Vickery 
Coffee ShopCoffee Shop
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i GENERAL INFORMATION

BORDER HOURS

TODAY’S BANKNOTES IN ESWATINI:
PRINTER: GIESECKE & DEVRIENT-GERMANY

THE SISWATI CALENDAR
January – Bhimbidvwane (everybody satisfied)
February  – Indlovana (little elephant)
March  – Indlovulenkhulu (big elephant)
April  – Mabasa (kubasa-to make fire)
May  – Inkhwekhweti (pick up everything you have)
June  – Inhlaba (Aloe blossoms)
July  – Kholwane (Hawk that nests in the moon)
August  – Ingci (small wolf breeds in this month)
September  – Inyoni (special bird mates)
October  – Imphala (Antelope bears its young)
November – Lweti (star to see when women begin work 

early also Inkhosi lencane (little chief)
December – Ingongoni/ Mavulangamithi (Buffaloe month/ 

to swallow pickings of teeth) also Inkhosi 
Lenkhulu (big chief)

LOCATION
Southern Africa, between Mozambique and 
South Africa Geographic coordinates: 
  
  26 30 S, 31 30 E
Size:   17 364sq km
  Countries border
Total:   535 km
Border countries: 
• Mozambique  105 km,
• South Africa  430 km
Lowerst point:  Great Usutu River 21m
Highest point:  Emlembe 1 862 m

THE ESWATINI FLAG

The flag is rectangular, and its colors are red, blue and yellow. Each of these colors has a meaning:

RED: Stands for the 
battles of the past.

BLUE: Stands for peace 
and stability.

YELLOW: Stands for the 
resources.

BUSINESS HOURS & PUBLIC HOLIDAYS:

OFFICE and shop hours are usually 08h00-13h00 
and 14h00-17h00 Mondays to Fridays. Bank 
hours are 08h30-14h30 Mondays to Fridays, 

08h30-11h00 on Saturdays. 

Post  are open 08h00-16h00 Mondays to Friday 
and 08h00-11h00 on Saturdays.

New Year’s Day – 1 January
King’s Birthday  – 19 April
National Flag Day  – 25 April
Worker’s Day  – 1 May
Umhlanga Reed Dance Day – (end of August or 

early September)
Somhlolo Independence) day  – 6 September
Christmas Day  – 25 December 
Boxing Day  – 26 December
December Incwala Day  – (December or early 

January)

SOME SISWATI WORDS:

Sawubona  Hello  
Unjani  How are you  
Ngiyaphila  
Ngiyabonga Thank you  
Wota lapha Come here  
Sikhulekile ekhaya A Swati way of greeting a 

home as well as asking for 
permission to enter.  

Sala kahle Stay well  
Hamba kahle  Go well 

of our country from enemies. The shield is black and white to show that black and white 
people live together peacefully in eSwatini.

MEDICAL HELP TEL: 7606 0911

Mkhiwa Clinic, Manzini private Hospital, 24h casualty 
& emergency, Tel: 2505 9299 or 2505 9293
The Manzini Clinic  Tel: 2505 7430
Medisun Clinic , Ezulwini Tel: 2416 2800
The Mbabane Clinic 24th Trauma Care and 
Laboratory Service Tel: 2404 2423
Dentist: Mbabane Clinic Tel: 2404 2423
Good Shepherd Hospital, Siteki Tel: 2343 4133

YOUR EMBASSY/CONSULATE IN SD
• Cyprus Consulate:   2404 2650 / 2404 1138
• Danish-Norwigean Consulate: 2404 3547
• Honorary Consul of Finland: 7914 6951/7902 5270    
• French Consulate:   2404 3667
• German Liason Off:  2404 3174
• High Commission of India         2417 1413
• Italian Consulate:   2404 4371
• Mozambique:   2404 3700
• Portugal Consulate:  2404 6780
• Republic of China (Taiwan);  2404 4740/1
• Seychelles Con:   2505 2415
• Singapore High Commission:  2404 2661/2/3
• South Africa:   2404 4651
• Turkish Consulate:   2422 0805
• USA:    24179000

ROAD DISTANCES TO ESWATINI
 (MBABANE) IN KILOMETERS:

• Johannesburg   371 (South Africa)
• Durban    635 (South Africa
• Richards Bay   343 (South Africa)
• Gaborone    718 (Botswana)
• Maputo   236  (Mocambique)
• Maseru    736 (Lesotho)

TRANSPORT BETWEEN ESWATINI & SA

GETTING to eSwatini apart from traveling by coach 
with a group is very easy. Busses operate daily 
between Johannesburg (Sandton and O. R. 

International Airports) as well as daily 

BY AIR: 
Airlink eSwatini | Tel. +268 251 86155

Mhlumeni/ Goba Border ........................ Open 24hrs 
Lomahasha/ Namaacha ... Open 07:00hrs – 22:00hrs
Ngwenya/ Oshoek Border ................. Open  24:00hrs
Lavumisa/ Golela Border .. Open 07:00hrs – 22:00hrs
Mahamba Border ............. Open 07:00hrs – 22:00hrs
Mananga Border .............. Open 08:00hrs – 18:00hrs
Matsamo/ Jeppe’s Reef .... Open 08:00hrs – 20:00hrs
Nsalitshe/ Onverwacht....... Open 08:00hrs – 18:00hrs
Sandlane/ Nerston............. Open 08:00hrs – 18:00hrs
Sichunusa/ Houdkop......... Open 08:00hrs – 18:00hrs

10 EMALANGENI (US$0,54)

20 EMALANGENI (US$1,07)

50 EMALANGENI (US$2,69)

100 EMALANGENI (US$5,37)

200 EMALANGENI (US$10,75)

OUR COINS

The New Eswatini Coins currently in circulation.

PANTONE BLACK

Process: C  = 0,   M = 0

               Y = 0,   K = 100

PANTONE 542 C

Process: C  = 51,   M = 16

               Y = 0,      K = 0

WHITE

PANTONE 803 C

Process: C  = 0,    M = 9

               Y = 100,  K = 0

PANTONE 157 C

Process: C  = 0,   M = 88

               Y = 85,  K = 0
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ADVENTURE

All Out Adventure Tours, Malkerns
Tel: 2528 3423

Canopy Tours at Malolotja Nature Reserve,
Tel: 2444 3241

Sibebe Rock:
Cell: 7670 1667

White Water Rafting, Swazi Trails, Ezulwini
Tel: 2416 2180

Paintball, Hoof Beat 
Cell: 76117655

Paintballing, Khuselwa,
Cell: +268 7803 8838

Quad  Bikes, Khuselwa Farm,
Cell: +268 7803 8838

ART GALLERIES
Yebo Art Gallery, Zulwini
Cell: +268 7914 651

BACKPACKERS
Legends Backpackers, Mantenga

Tel: 2416 1870
Lidwala Lodge, Ezulwini

Tel: 7690 5865
Mlawula Nature Reserve, north of Simunye

Tel: 2383 8885
Sondzela Backpackers, Malkerns (Big Game Parks)

Tel : +268 2528 1000/1 Cel : 7677 6772

BEAUTY & HEALTH
Maguga Lodge, Maguga Dam

Tel: 2437 3975
Nkonyeni Golf Estate Spa

Cell: 7602 7749
The George Hotel: Manzini

Tel +2505 2260

ACCOMODATION
Big Game Parks,

Tel : +268 2528 1000/1 Cell : 7677 
6772

Brookside Lodge, Malkerns
Tel: 2528 3765/ Cell: +268 76214228

Lebombo Villas, Big Bend
Tel: 7603 6585

Malandelas, Malkerns 
Tel: 2528 3448

Mdzimba View Lodge,
Cell: 7841 2930

Phumula Guest House, Nhlangano
Tel: 2207 9099

Simunye Club, Simunye
Tel: 2328 8894

Matsapha Inn,
Cell: +268 7860 0820

Tree Tops Resort,
Cell: +268 7808 0801

Email: treetops@madlamini.co.sz

BIRD WATCHING
Buhleni Farm Chalets

Tel +268 2416 3505/8
Foresters Arms, Mhlambanyatsi

Tel: 2467 4177
Simunye (Big Game Parks)

Tel : +268 2528 1000/1 Cell : 7677 6772
KaMsholo Bushveld Safaris, South of Big Bend 

(Big Game Parks)
Tel: +268 2528 1000/1

Cell: 7677 6772
Mananga Country Lodge

Tel 2323 2404
Malolotja Nature Reserve,

Tel 2444 3241
Mkhaya Game Reserve, Phuzamoya (Big 

Game Parks)
Tel: +268 2528 1000/1 Cell: 7677 6772

Mlawula Nature Reserve, north of Simunye 
Tel: 2383 8885

Mlilwane Game Sanctuary, Malkerns (Big 
Game Parks)

Tel: +268 2528 1000/1 
Cell: 7677 6772

Nkonyeni Golf Estate
Tel: 2540 0024/5

Phumula Guest House, Nhlangano
Tel: 2207 9099
Shield Guesthouse

Tel: 2404 6072/ 7652 4021
Mhlosinga Nature Reserve
Tel: +268 76300526

Royal Jozini 
+268 2550 4614/ +268 7680 7047

BUSHMAN PAINTING
Nsangwini Rock Shelter

Tel: 7619 2665
Hhelehhele Rock Art:  

CAMPING
Buhleni Farm Chalets

Tel: +268 2416 3505/8
Brookside Lodge, Malkerns

Tel: 2528 3765/ Cell: +268 76214228
All OUT Adventure Tours, Malkerns

Tel: 2528 3423
Shewula Mountain camp and nature reserve:

Tel: 2343 4524/ 
Cell 7605 1160/7603 1931

Mhlosinga Nature Reserve
Tel: +268 76300526

CARAVAN SITES
Buhleni Farm Chalets

Tel +268 2416 3505/8
Hlane Royal National Park

Tel : +268 2528 1000/1 Cell : 7677 6772
KaMsholo Bushveld Safaris, 

South of Big Bend (Big Game Parks)
Tel : +268 2528 1000/1 Cell : 7677 6772

CAVING
Swazi Trails

Tel: 2416 2180

CRAFTS & ARTS
LaJojo’s Craft, Malolotja

Cell: +268 7657 8791 
Gone Rural, Malkerns

Tel: 2550 4936/ 7615 2736
Kwaziswazi, Malkerns 

Tel: 2528 3110
Ngwenya Glass,

Tel: 2442 4053
Rainbow Angels
Tel: 24162508

Swazi Candles, Malkerns
Tel: 2528 3219

CULTURE
King Sobhuza II Memorial Park, ENTC 

Lobamba Tel: 2416 2131
Maguga Lodge Tel: 2437 3975

Mantenga Cultural VillageTel:2416 1151
Sibebe Resort,Cell: +268 7804 9560

Shewula Mountain camp and nature reserve:
Tel: 2343 4524/ Cell 7605 1160/ 7603 1931

FISHING
Royal Jozini 

+268 2550 4614/ +268 7680 7047
Foresters Arms, Mhlambanyatsi

Tel: 2467 4177
Guided Fishing Tours Tiger 

Fishing at van Eck Dam
+268 7602 5482

Maguga Dam
Tel: 2437 3975

Mananga Country Lodge
Tel 2323 2404

Mhlosinga Nature Reserve
Tel: +268 76300526

GAME VIEWING
KaMsholo Bushveld Safaris, South of Big Bend 

(Big Game Parks)
Tel: +268 2528 1000/1 | 

Cell: 7677 6772
Mlawula Nature Reserve
Tel: +268 2383 8885
Mananga Country Lodge

Tel 2323 2404
Malolotja Nature Reserve

Tel: 2444 3241 or 7660 6755
Mkhaya Game Reserve, Phuzamoya (Big 

Game Parks)
Tel: +268 2528 1000/1 | Cell: 7677 6772
Mlilwane Game Sanctuary, Malkerns (Big 

Game Parks)
Tel: +268 2528 1000/1 | Cell: 7677 6772

Shewula Mountain camp and nature reserve:
Tel: 2343 4524/ Cell 7605 1160/ 7603 1931

Brookside Lodge, Malkerns
Tel: 2528 3765/ Cell: +268 76214228

Foresters Arms, Mhlambanyatsi
Tel: 2467 4177

Nkonyeni Golf Estate 
Tel: 2540 0024/5

Mananga Country Lodge
Tel 2323 2404

Simunye Country Club
Tel: 2383 8894

Mhlosinga Nature Reserve
Tel: +268 76300526

Matsapha 
Tel: 2518 4693

Royal Jozini 
+268 2550 4614/ +268 7680 7047

HORSE RIDING
Chubeka Trails, at Mlilwane Game Sanctuary

Tel : +268 2528 1000/1 | Cell : 7677 6772
Foresters Arms, Mhlambanyatsi

Tel: 2467 4177
Hoof beat, Horse riding, Paintball 

Cell: 76117655.
Khuselwa, Manzini

Cell: +268 7803 8838

HOTELS
Maguga Lodge, Maguga Dam

Tel: 2437 3975
Nkonyeni Golf Estate | Tel: 2540 0024/5

Phumula Guest House, Nhlangano
Tel: 2207 9099

The George Hotel: Manzini
Tel +2505 2260

LODGES
Brookside Lodge, Malkerns

Tel: 2528 3765/ Cell: +268 76214228
Buhleni Farm Chalets

Tel 2416 3505/8 Te: 2404 3387/ 7608 6229
Maguga Lodge, Maguga Dam

Tel: 2437 3975
Mahamba Gorge Lodge  

Cell 7617 9880
Mantenga Cultural Village,

Tel: 2416 1101/2416 1151
Mananga Country Lodge

Tel 2323 2404
Manzini Lodge

Tel: 2505 5382
Mbuluzi Nature Reserve North of Simunye

Tel: 2383 8861/2
Mhlume Country club & lodge:
Tel 2313 4350/ 2313 4777

Shield Guesthouse
Tel: 2404 6072/ 7652 4021

Sibebe resort
Tel: 3402 0406/76088228
Royal Jozini +268 2550 4614

+268 7680 7047

MUSEUMS
Bulembu Museum |www.bulembu.org

www.sntc.org.sz
King Sobhuza II Memorial Park

www.sntc.org.sz
Mantenga Cultural Village |www.sntc.org.sz

Sugarcane Museum | +268 23737334 /
www.sugarcanemusem.com

RESTAURANTS
Velvet Monkey, Zulwini,

Cell: +268 7663 4822
Esphino, Siteki,

Cell: +268 7876 0543
Email info.espihno@swazi.net

Mdzimba View Shisanyama, Zulwini,
Cell: 7841 2930

email: mdzimbaview@gmail.com
Forester’s Arms, Mhlambanyatsi

Tel: 2467 4177
Sambane, Malkerns 
Tel: 2528 3466

Simunye Country Club, Simunye,
Tel: 2383 8894

The Calabash: Ezulwini
Tel 2416 1187

The George Hotel: Manzini
Tel +2505 2260/ 7860 2020

Matsapha
Tel: 2518 4693

SELF-CATERING
Big Game Parks,

Tel : +268 2528 1000/1 | Cel : 7677 6772
Buhleni Farm Chalets

Tel +268 2416 3505/8
Veki’s, Mbabane | Tel: 7603 6396
Mhlosinga Nature Reserve Cabins

Tel: 268 7602 5482
Lakeside Tiger Fish Cabins

Tel: 268 7822 4905 ins@gmail.com
Royal Jozini +268 2550 4614

+268 7680 7047

TOURIST INFORMATION
All Out at Malandela’s Internet Café, Malkerns,

Tel: 2528 3423
Dept. of Tourism, Swazi Plaza, Mbabane

Ezulwini Tel: 2416 2180
Swazi Trails

Tel: 2416 2180

TRAVEL AND TOURS
Nolu Events & Tours
Cell: +268 78603019 

Wild Hogg Tours, Eddie 
+268 76047510/79047510

WALKING/HIKING
Simunye (Big Game Parks): 

+268 2528 1000/1 | +268 7677 6772
KaMsholo Bushveld Safaris, South of Big Bend 

(Big Game Parks)
Tel : +268 2528 1000/1 | Cell : +7677 6772

Khelekhele Trail 
Cell: 7631 5308

Maguga Lodge, Maguga Dam
Tel: 2437 3975

Maguga view point:
Tel:2437 1056/ Cell 7606 5519/7607 1175

Mahamba Gorge Lodge:
Cell 7617 9880

Malolotja Nature Reserve
Tel: 2444 3241 or 7660 6755

Mananga Country Lodge
Tel 2323 2404

Mkhaya Game Reserve, Phuzamoya (Big 
Game Parks)

Tel: +268 2528 1000/1 | Cell: 7677 6772
Mlawula Nature Reserve, 

Tel: 2383 8885
Mlilwane Game Sanctuary, Malkerns (Big 

Game Parks)
Tel: +268 2528 1000/1 | Cell: 7677 6772

Nkonyeni Golf Estate 
Tel: 2540 0024/5

Phumula Guest House, Nhlangano
Tel: 2207 9099

Sibebe Rock 
Cell: 7670 1667

Shewula Mountain camp and nature reserve:
Tel: 2343 4524/ Cell 7605 1160/ 7603 1931

Royal Jozini
+268 2550 4614/ +268 7680 7047
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Fire Up July at 
Embiveni’s  
Biggest Braai
THERE is something magical about a 

braai in Eswatini. It is where stories 
are shared, friendships are rekindled, 
families come together and strangers 

leave as friends. This July, that unmistakable 
spirit comes alive once again as the Embiveni 
Biggest Braai celebrates its 10th Agape Edition; a 
day where every sizzling grill, every shared meal, 
and every smile helps change lives.

Supported by Robertsons The Spice People, the 
much-loved annual event has become one of Eswati-
ni’s signature social gatherings, drawing food lovers, 
families and travellers from across the country and 
beyond. More than just a celebration of great food, 
it is a celebration of community, generosity and the 
warmth that defines the Kingdom.

On 25 July 2026, Embiveni will transform into 
a vibrant feast of flavours, laughter, music, and 
unforgettable memories. The aroma of expertly 
seasoned meats cooking over open flames will fill 
the air as guests embrace this year’s fitting theme: 
“Grill. Chill. Network.”

Whether you are a seasoned braai master, a 
curious foodie, or a visitor eager to experience 
authentic Swazi hospitality, the Embiveni Biggest 
Braai offers a genuine taste of local culture. It is 
a place where conversations flow as freely as the 
music, children play without a care, entrepreneurs 
connect, and families create memories that last 
long after the fires have gone out.

The most beautiful ingredient of the day is its 
purpose; every ticket purchased helps support the 
Philani Maswati Charity Organisation, ensuring 
that this celebration extends far beyond the braai 
stands. By attending, guests are helping uplift vul-
nerable members of the community and bringing 
hope where it is needed most. In a world where 
every act of kindness matters, this is one event 
where your appetite can truly make a difference. 

SECURE YOUR EARLY  
BIRD TICKET NOW 

Tickets remain affordable, making it easy for 
everyone to be part of the experience. Early bird 
tickets are available for E180, while gate tickets 
cost E200, with secure parking available for just 
E20. Secure your Early Bird ticket for only E180 
using e-Mali:

	9 Dial *232#
	9 Select Option 6 (Pay Bill)
	9 Select Option 7 (Biggest Braai)
	9 Select Option 1 (Early Bird – E180)
	9 Enter your ticket quantity
	9 Confirm with your PIN

THE EMBIVENI LINEUP IS 
OFFICIALLY OUT

Get ready for an unforgettable performance 
packed with energy, great music, and good vibes 
from this year’s incredible lineup including Aya-
city, M Nation, Lord F, BANDORA, Obsession, 
Thaifo Son, Junior De DJ, Carrency with many 
more exciting experiences waiting for you at the 
biggest lifestyle event in Eswatini.

...‘Grill. Chill. Network’
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VISITORS 
looking 
f o r  a n 
authen-

tic Eswatini enter-
tainment experi-
ence this winter 
are in for a mem-
orable evening as 
Mdzimba View 
Shisanyama hosts 
acclaimed South 
African musician Sjava on 31 July 2026.

Set against the beautiful surroundings of Mdzim-
ba, the venue has become one of Eswatini’s 
emerging lifestyle and entertainment destinations, 
combining breathtaking views, delicious local 
cuisine and vibrant live performances. The event 
promises more than just a concert—it offers visitors 
an opportunity to experience the country’s growing 
tourism and nightlife scene.

The celebration begins at 4:00 PM and continues 
until 3:00 AM, giving guests plenty of time to enjoy 
food, music and the lively atmosphere. Sjava will 
headline the event, supported by a strong line-up 
of local entertainers including Zulu D, Bandora, 
Sbu De Drum DJ, The Bishop, LadyZee, MixMash 
and resident DJs.

Known for showcasing local hospitality and cre-
ating unforgettable social experiences, Mdzimba 
View Shisanyama has become a popular meeting 
place for both locals and visitors seeking quality 
entertainment in a relaxed outdoor setting.

Tickets are affordably priced, with General 
Pre-sale tickets available for E100, VIP Pre-
sale at E300, while gate tickets will cost E150 
for General Admission and E400 for VIP. 
Tickets are available through Moja Ticket.

Whether you’re travelling within Eswatini 
or visiting from neighbouring countries, this 
event presents the perfect opportunity to ex-
plore one of the Kingdom’s scenic entertain-
ment venues while enjoying award-winning 
African music, local flavours and warm Swazi 
hospitality.

IMPORTANT DETAILS

	 Venue: Mdzimba View Shisanyama 
	 Date: Friday, 31 July 2026 
	 Time: 4:00 PM – 3:00 AM 
	 Headline Act: Sjava 
	 Tickets: From E100 
	 Dress Code: Coat and Sneakers 

Mdzimba View Shisanyama continues to 
position itself as a destination where food, 
music, nature and culture come together. 
Events like these not only provide world-class 
entertainment but also contribute to Eswatini’s 
growing reputation as a vibrant tourism and 
events destination.

...Sjava will headline 
the event, supported 
by a strong line-up 
of local entertainers 
including Zulu D, 
Bandora, Sbu De 
Drum DJ, The Bishop, 
LadyZee, MixMash 
and resident DJs.

Sjava Set to Light 
Up Mdzimba View 
Shisanyama

Sbu De Drum DJ LADY ZEE MIXMASH
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